NHS Treatment for Missionaries Working Overseas

To whom it may concern

Overseas Visitors Manager (OVM) or Paying Patients Manager (PPM)

Prior to 15th January 2007, missionaries working abroad were subject to a 5 year limit on how long they could spend away. After that time, they would no longer be exempt from charges if they returned to the UK in need of hospital treatment. The Government have however accepted that the nature of mission work represents a special case and have therefore granted unconditional exemption.

A new law contained in a Statutory Instrument 2006/3306 entitled ‘The National Health Service (Charges to Overseas Visitors) (Amendment) Regulations 2006 gives unconditional exemption from NHS hospital charges to missionaries, in particular: 

· where they are working outside the United Kingdom, as a missionary

· for an organisation that is established in the United Kingdom.
Importantly, this is regardless of whether the missionary derives a salary or wage from the organisation, or whether or not they receive any type of funding or assistance from the organisation for the purposes of working overseas for that organisation. This exemption extends to the spouse and child/ren of the overseas visitor.

As a representative of (mission org), I would like to state that (name/s) is an/are associate/s of (mission org) working in (country) now & for the foreseeable future.  (mission org) is a UK registered charity whose purpose is to ….
Yours Faithfully

NB Guidance: 

The Department of Health have indicated that they will update their existing Guidance to Overseas Visitors and the revised Guidance will be published on their website www.dh.gov.uk/en/Policyandguidance/International/OverseasVisitors/index.htm 

