
Equipping the Local Church 

to Care for Mission Workers

What others 
have said about 
‘Serving as Senders’
It was a really great day. I think 
people felt inspired and equipped 
to better support our mission 
partners.
Caroline Burns, St Barnabas, 
Woodside Park, London

It was stimulating and challenging 
about how to get your church 
interested in overseas mission, 
something I’d been trying to do 
for some time. No one else had 
so many ideas or was so creative 
and it was all so interesting and 
inspiring ... the best missionary 
day I had been to.
Lenora Priestley, Christian 
Institute Church, Oswaldtwistle

We really enjoyed the day and 
learnt so much from it. We believe 
the challenge and reminder was 
straight from the heart of God.
Rachel Field, The Hub, Rotherham

 How could Serving as  
 Senders work for you? 

It could be that your church is large 
enough to run a course for your own 
people. Church leaders, those involved 
on the mission committee, friends and 
relatives of mission partners, link people 
etc. would all benefit from the course. 
An alternative is for a church to host a 
course and invite other churches and 
individuals in the locality to join them.

 What about costs? 

The basic charge for the leader is £350 
+ travel expenses. If you’re not able to 
print the booklets in-house, these can 
also be supplied for a modest charge of 
£3 each. A more accurate quote can be 
supplied by request.

If you are interested in running a Serving 
as Senders course in your church or 
locality, please contact us to discuss 
the possibilities. We would love to help 
you in equipping your church to be an 
effective sending church.

Please contact:
Mike Frith
OSCAR
City Works, Alfred Street
Gloucester
GL1 4DF
t: 0300 121 0585
e: mike@oscar.org.uk
w: oscar.org.uk/training

‘Serving as Senders’ 
is run by

in association with 

senders 
serving



 What does the course cover? 

A whole range of relevant and interesting 
topics is on offer. 

There are core subjects but other related topics 
can be inserted by request. The content of any 
particular day depends upon the needs of those 
attending. Subjects usually of interest are:

n The biblical basis of mission
n The role of the local church
n The importance of ‘senders’ and who 

sends them
n Understanding the strains and stresses of 

missionary life
n Pastoral care of overseas workers
n Support at important times: leaving home, 

furlough, re-entry
n Special needs of single workers and 

families
n Creative ways to keep in touch
n Effective prayer and financial support
n Effective mission committees
n Resources for senders and supporters

 How is the course run? 

The course can be conducted in 4 hours  
(a morning or afternoon) or 6 hours (a day) 
depending on the required content. 

It could also be conducted over 3 evenings, 
where travel costs aren’t prohibitive. It can 
be tailor-made to suit the needs of any 
individual church or situation. 

The course is led informally with a mixture 
of straightforward teaching and group 
participation. A comprehensive booklet 
of notes is provided and engaging visuals 
accompany each topic. Where time allows 
the course includes group discussion, case 
studies and time to ask questions.

Course leader
The course is led by 
Mike Frith, the UK 
advocate for Emmaus 
Road International’s 
‘Serving as Senders’ 
course. Mike worked 
for a number of years 
as a missionary pilot with Mission 
Aviation Fellowship in Madagascar 
and Uganda before returning to 
the UK in 1999. He is currently the 
Founding Director of OSCAR, a UK 
based mission support service. He is 
an accredited lay preacher and has 
been involved in training mission 
workers and supporters all over the 
UK since 2000. He is married to Cheryl 
and they have two children.

is designed to enable churches 
and individuals to fulfil their 
part in the Great Commission by 
caring effectively for their mission 
partners and friends.
Many churches and individuals support 
mission workers but do not always know 
how to do it well. 

They instinctively feel that caring for those 
serving in mission means more than 
an occasional gift or prayer, and yet are 
uncertain as to how to improve the support 
they offer. Serving as Senders helps to 
make the support of these mission partners 
understandable and accessible to everyone. 

Larger churches with established mission 
programmes can benefit from expert 
help and be refreshed in what they 
are already doing; smaller churches 
and those with a developing mission 
vision will be encouraged to see that 
they too can play a significant part in 
God’s world-wide purposes.

The material is loosely 
based on the book 
‘Serving as Senders’ 
by Neal Pirolo, one of 
the most positively 
reviewed mission 
books of the last  
thirty years.
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