
rekonnect teens 2017 has most certainly been a fun packed week to remember. A combination of the 
fantastic facilities that the Peak Centre offers and the breathtaking scenery of the surrounding Peak District 
was a great starting point for a chance to build new friendships and get closer to God. This year, rekonnect 
was attended by 25 teens who have just returned to the UK from spending the majority of their youth in 13 
different countries. Each of the 12 leaders had first hand experience of living or working abroad, either as 
children or as adults (and most had both!) which was invaluable in identifying with the changes that these 
young people were experiencing.

Throughout the week we enjoyed participating in a plethora of team building challenges, plenty of outdoor 
sports matches, hikes up the surrounding peaks and streams and getting creative with drama and music. 
Interspersed amongst this, there were talks from TCK leaders on topics such as: coping with change; becoming 
resilient; and how to connect with people.

Half way through the week we enjoyed a day trip to Sheffield (it was the first time on a British train for many!) 
and in small groups completed challenges around the city. The following day we participated in ‘The UK is OK 
day’ which included a full English breakfast, high tea, a ceilidh and challenges requiring an interpretation of 
British accents.

During the week, our priorities included focusing on ‘reconnecting’ 
our relationships with God and creating new friendships with each 
other. In the evenings we heard testimonies from the leaders about 
their experiences of transitioning back to the UK and also their faith 
journeys. In addition, we looked at the Bible character of Joseph 
and how he approached his period of transition and uncertainty. 
We enjoyed plenty of time worshipping around the campfire (with 
obligatory glow sticks, marshmallows and hot chocolate!) and 
playing wide games under the cover of darkness.

The following feedback was received from a couple of the young 
people after rekonnect had finished:

“This week has been amazing. I’ve learned so much and had so much fun. ‘rekonnect’ week has just been 
awesome.”

“I just wanted to say thank you so much for the week I had at rekonnect. It was honestly so helpful and really 
encouraged me as I go through this transition to the UK. It was lovely to meet so many others who knew 
exactly what it felt like to be a TCK.”

Thank you so much to everyone who has contributed either 
practically, prayerfully or financially towards the camp. We 
cannot wait for next year!
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rekonnect kids 2017 (August 7-11) with 25 TCKs and 11 leaders, 
7 of whom were Adult TCKs, gathered in the Peak Centre in the 
beautiful Peak District. The children had lived in 13 countries in 
Africa, Asia, North and South America. The week presented a 
great opportunity to connect, form new friendships and really 
enjoy each other’s company in a secluded area of England.  

Each day was full of fun activities. Everyone enjoyed the delicious 
barbeque on the first evening and the fish and chips and apple 
crumble meal later in the week. Highlights were definitely the tuck 
shop with chance to learn how to use English coins and enjoy 
sugary snacks and a night market where TCKs could bargain for 
treasures from all around the world. On Wednesday, the park picnic and swimming was lots of fun.  Other 
activities included exploring Edale through a village trail, games on the field, enjoying s’mores and Indian 
snacks around a campfire.

“I really enjoyed listening to the children’s stories, whether it was over a meal, while putting them to bed, or 
during activities. It was beautiful to see children so joyful when talking about their experiences or passions in 
life.”

Our focus was the book of Ruth.  Different age groups studied how Ruth dealt with moving to somewhere she 
didn’t know, an experience which many TCKs relate to. We had very creative team names, such as the Epic 
Elephants and the Lunatic Llamas.

“A highlight was special moments of chatting, sharing and 
praying with various members of our Ruth group.” 

During the ‘Window on the World’ (WOW) presentations, it was 
great to see each camper speak so excitedly and passionately 
about his or her country, knowing that they were in a safe place 
and that they were listened to. There were many questions and 
everyone learned a lot about different countries!

A parent wrote, “The camp far exceeded my expectations. You 
did so many special and creative things with the kids that were 

fun, but also helped them process how they are feeling about everything! It was so amazing for our daughter 
to be in an environment where she felt accepted and understood and among others who were like her.  
She definitely came back from camp feeling more peaceful. Most importantly her highlight was that she 
understood that even though this season is hard at times it is all part of God’s good plans for her life. That was 
our WOW moment :-).”

Thanks to all those who donated financially, prayerfully or practically to rekonnect 2017. It really has been a 
great week, and we’re all excited for 2018!
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